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To the Chriſtian Reader. 


Oe, Chriſtian Reader, 
while the world not 
A {lumbred , but routed 
and ſnorted in the deepe 
nnd dead ſleepe of igno- 
rance : ſome huely ſpirits were waking, 
and ceaſed not to call vpon the drouſie 
multitude of men, and to ſtirre them 
from the long dreames of ſinfull liuing, 
that once at the laſt they would creepe 
out of darkeneſſe, and come forth to the 
hote ſhining Sunne of G ods Word, that 
both the filthy miſts of their hearts 
might be driuen away, and alſo their 
heauy and dying ſpirits recreated, re- 
freſhed,and quickened. So that no man 
can alleadge, that in any age there wan- 
ted preachers of Gods word, For he that 
keepeth Iſrael ſleepeth not, nor flum- 
breth, And though through his ſecrer 
counſel, he ſendeth more L abourers in- 
to this harueſt ar one time then at ano 
ther: yet he hath euer ſome to weede, to 
r eape, to gather ſheaues together into 
the barnes of euerlaſting life. Reade 
therefore diligently this little Sermon, 
| A2 ſo 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 


ſo long ſince written, and thou ſhalt 

perceiue the ſame quicke ſpirit in the 

Author thereof, that thou now maruai- 

leſt at inothers of our time. He ſharpe- 

carp and wittily rebuketh the 

nnes of oli of men, and ſpeak! 

as one \1agifig authority, and not as the 
Scribęs and Phariſes, which with their 

leadef & blunt dart, could neuer touch 

the quicke, though they haue occupied 
and worne the Pulpets for many yeres. 
The word of God is liuely and mighty 
in operation, and ſharper then any two- 
edged {word,and cutteth euen vnto the 
deuiſion of the ſoule, and of the Spirit, 
and of the ioyntures and marrow, &c. 
Wherefore eftſoone I exhort thee, to 
reade this little Treatiſe diligently, and 
not onely to reuerence the authority 
and liuely ſpirit, and word of God ther- 
in: but alſo to learne both to acknow - 
ledge, and moreouer to amend the wic- 
kedneſſe of thy life, which God graunt 
for his Chriſts ſake. Amen. 
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Come, giue a reckoning of thy 


Bayliwicke. 


Heis x the Authoz and 
bis Goſpel , likeneth the 
8 WT kingdome df Yeauen, to 
Nan honſholder , ſaying on 
this wiſe: Like is the kingdome of hea. 
uea to an houſholding man, that went 
forth firſt in the Morning to hire work- 
men into his Vineyard; 2 did he about 
the third houre, the ſixt, the ninth, and 
the eleuenth. And as he found men ſtan⸗ 
ding idle, he ſaid to them:UUhy ſtand pee 
herre vnoccupied 2 Go ye into my Uine- 
yard, and that that is due J ſhall gine 
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A Godly and famous Sermon 

you. And when the day was ended, hee 

"called his Steward, and bade that hee 
| ſhould giue exery mana penny. 

| Spircitually, this houſeholder is our 

maſter and Lozd Cheiſt, the true houſe⸗ 

7 holder and head of his Church here in 

earth: which calleth men in diuers 

houres of the day that is, in diuers ages 

| ofthe wozld. As in the time of nature, 

. hee called by inſpiration Abel, Enoch, 

| Noah, Abraham, and other like. In the 

time ofthe old Latve, hee called Moſes, 

Dauid,Efay, and Jeremy. with the Pꝛo- 

hets. And in the time of grace, hee cal- 

d the Apoſfles, Martyꝛs, Confeſſdurs 

and Uirgins. Hee called alſo foe in 

Childhod, as lohn Baptiſt: Dome in 

| their youth, as John the Euangeliſt: 

| ſome in their middle age, as Peter and 

Andrew: ſome in their latter dayes , as 

Gamaliel , and loſeph of Aramathia. 

And all theſe bee called to labour in the 

* I.o2ds Minepacd, that is, his Church. 

f yea, and that ſundzy wayes. Foz right 

as pe ſi, that in trimming of this mate- 

ciall- · Nine, there be diners labourers : 

| Foz ſome cut away the bzanches * 

k 


made in the yeere 1388. 
be voide, ſome bnderſet and lay abzoade 
the Uine, yea, ſome pare away the olde 
earth, and lay new to the rote; which 
offices bee all ſo neceſſary at, 


that if anyof them faile oz want. it muſt 
be either cut, q it will deſtroy the grow⸗ 
ing ofthe Uine. Foz vnleſſe the Uine 
be cut, ſhe will ware wilde, except the bee 
railed vp, and laid abꝛoad, wades and 
nettles will fone ouergrow her. And 
ifthe rote be not fatted with new and 
freſh — fo2 ftebleneſſe ſhee will ware 
No lefſe n@dfull in Cheiſts 
Chard, be theſe thꝛee Offices, of Paielt- 
hd, Anighthod, and Labourers. 

The Pꝛieſts oꝛ Preachers, it beho- 
neth ts cut away the vovde bꝛanches of 
ſinne, with the ſwozdof Gods woꝛd. To 
Kninhthad it becommeth, not to let 
wꝛongs and thefts to be done, and to 
maintaine Gods Laive, and them that 
be Teachers thereof: yea, and to keepe 
the land from inſurrection , and inna⸗ 
ding of others Lands. The Labourers 
mult labour bodily, and with ſo2eſweate 
get ont of the earth bodily ſuſtenance, 


both fo2 * fo2 other. = 
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Auicenna. 
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A Godly and famous Sermon 
all theſe eſtates beeſo n&defull to the 
Church, that none may well bee without 
other, Foz it Pꝛieſts wanted, the people 
foꝛ default of knowledge of Gods word, 
would ware wilde in vices, and ſo die 
ghoſtlp. And were nok Knighthod, and 
men to rule the people by Law and har⸗ 
dineſle, therues and enemies would ſo 
encreaſe, that no man could lius in peace. 
And but foꝛ Laboꝛers, both Pꝛieſts and 
nights mult become Artificers, Plows 
men, and Heards:oꝛ elſe muff foz default 
of bodily ſuſtenante die. 

And therefo2e ſaith the great Clearke 
Auicenna: that the very vnreaſonable 
beaſt, if it haue that that nature and kind 
hath oꝛdained foꝛ it, as kinde giueth it, 
he is ſufficient to liue of himſelf, without 
any helpe ofany other of the ſame kinde: 
As it there were but one hozſe, oꝛ ons 
ſherpe in the woꝛld: pet if hee had Cozne 
and Graſſe, as Nature and kind hath oꝛ⸗ 
dained fo2 ſuch a beaſt, hee ſhould line 
well enough. But if there were buf one 
man in the woꝛld, although hee had all 
the gods that is therein: pet foꝛ want of 
other he ſhould die, oꝛ his life would bee 
: wozle 
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made in the yeere 1388. 
wozſe then if he were not. And the caſe 
is this: Foz that thing that kinde hath 
oꝛdayned fo2 mans ſuſtenance, without 
other pꝛeparing oꝛ altering, then it hath 
of kinde, accoꝛdeth not to him. As if a 
man haue Coꝛne, as if commeth from 
the earth: pet it is no meate fit fo2 him, 
vntill it be by mans craft changed into 
Bꝛead. And though he haue Fleſh oz 
Fiſh: pet while it is rawe, and not by 
mans labour ſodden, roaſted, bꝛopled, oz 
baked , it is not fit foz mans ſuſtenante. 
Euen ſo the woll that the ſheepe bea⸗ 


reth, muſt needes by dinerscraffes bee 


altered oꝛ changed, ere it be able to cloath 
any man. And fruely one man by him⸗ 


ſelfe ſhould neuer doe all theſelabours, 


and therefo2c ſaith this Clearke , that it 


is nedfall that ſome be Huſbandmen, 
ſome men of Occupations, ſome Mer⸗ 


chants to fetch that that one Land wan- 
teth from another, where it is plen⸗ 
tifull. | 

And fruely, this one thing ſhould bee 
a great cauſe, why cuery (fate ſhould 
lone other, and men ol one craft ſhould 
neither hate noꝛ diſpiſe men of — 
cratt. 
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A Godly and famous Sermon 
craft. Foz one of them is ſo needſull fo 
another, that oftentunes thoſe crafts that 
ſeeme malk vnhoneſt, might wozlt be foz- 
boane. And this J dare ſay, that he that 
is not labouring in this wozld , either in 
ſfudying,pzaying and pzeaching,as it be- 
houeth Cleargie men, foz the health ot 
the people: Oꝛ in defending the cauſes 
of the needy, in fighting againſt tyꝛants 
and enemies, which is the office of all 
Knights: Oz in labouring on the earth, 
as in diners crafts, which pertaine to the 
Labourers; when the dap of reckoning 

ſhall come, that is, the ends of this life, 
right as he liued here without labour oz 

trauaile, ſo ſhall he want there the reward 
of the pennp, that is, the endleſſe ioyes of 
Heauen, And as he was liuing heere al⸗ 

ter no ſtate no2 oꝛder, ſo ſhall he then be 
put into that place whers is no o2der, but 

— * hozrour and ſoꝛrow, that is in 


Mhereloze, let euerp man ſe to what 
fate God hath called him and liue there⸗ 
in by labour, acco2ding to his degree. 
They that belabouring men, oz crafts 
men, doe it truely. It thou be a feruant, 
0; 
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Baylitfe that he ſpeaketh of, to oſs _ 
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82 a bondman, be ſubiect,andliue in feare 
to diſpleaſe thy maſter oꝛ Loꝛd fo2 Chʒiſta 
ſake, It thou be a Merchant, decetne not !.Theſ.4. 
thy bꝛother in chaffering. Ir thou bea 
Knights2 aLozd, defend the poze and 
needy man, from ſuch as would harms 
him. Thou being a Judge 02 2 Juſtice, Prong. 
goe not fo the right hand foz fauour , noz 
to the leff hand fo puniſh any man foz2 
hate. Thou that art a'Pzieft , inffenct, 2. Tim. 4. 

2aife, and repꝛoue. Inſtruct the igno- 
rant, pꝛaiſe the obedient, and repzwne the 
difobedient to God. Thus euery man 
ought to labour and trauaile after his de- 
gre: fo2 when the Caening commeth, 
that is, the end ol the wo2ld, then ſhall e- 
nery man take reward god 82 bad, thers 
after as he hath labouredhere, 

Mheſe bee the woꝛds that J haue ta- 

ken to entreate vpon, and be thus much 
to ſay in Engliſh: Come and giue a Note. 
reckoning of thy Bayliwicke. Chꝛiſt 
the authoꝛ of pittie, and louer ot the ſal⸗ 
uation ot his people, in the pꝛoceſſe of 
this -Ooſpel , enfozmeth enery man 
which is his 1Bayliffe, by the parable of a 


Job to. 


. Cor. 7. 


I. Pet.;. 
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A Godly and famous Sermon 
craft. Foz one of them is ſo needſull fo 
another,that oftentunes thoſe crafts that 
ſteme moſt vnhoneſt, might wozlt be foz- 
bozne. And this J dare ſay, that he that 
is not labouring in this wozld , either in 
ffudying,p2aying and pꝛeaching, as it be⸗ 


boueth Cleargie men, foz the health ok 


the people: Oꝛ in defending the cauſes 
ofthene&dy, in fighting againſt tyꝛants 
and enemies, which is the office of all 
Knights: Oz inlabonring on the earth, 
as in diners crafts, which pertaine to the 
Labourers ; when the dap of reckoning 
ſhall come, that is, the ends of this life, 
right as heliued heere without labour oz 
trauaile, ſo ſhall he want there the reward 
ofthe penny,that is, the endleſſe ioyes of 
Heauen, And as he was liuing heere af- 
ter no ſtate no2 oꝛder, ſo ſhall he then be 
put into that place whers is no oꝛder. but 
_— g hozrour and ſoꝛrow, that is in 
ell. 

Whherefoze,let every man (& to what 
fate God hath called him,andline there⸗ 
in by labour, acco2ding to his degree. 
They that belabouring men, oz crafts 
men, doe it truely. It thou be a feruant, 
0; 
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dz a bondman, be ſubiect, and liue in feare 


| Knights2aLozd, defend the paze and 


hate. Thou that art a Pꝛieſt, inſtruct, z,Tiw. . 
pꝛaiſe, and repꝛoue. Inſtruct the igno- 
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ken to entreate vpon, and be thus much 
to ſay in Engliſh : Come and giue a Note. 


the authoꝛ of pittie, and louer ot the ſal⸗ 
| uation ok his people, in the pꝛoceſſe of 
this -Goaſpel , enfozmeth enery man 
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to diſpleaſe thy maſter oꝛ Loꝛd fo2 Chʒiſts 
ſake, Ik thou be a Merchant, deceine not Theſ. . 
thy bꝛother in chaffering. Jf thou be a 


needy man, from ſuch as would harms 
him. Thou being a Judge 02 4 Juſtice, Prou.8, 
goe not fo the right hand foz fauour , no2 
to the left hand to puniſh any man foz 


rant, pꝛaiſe the obedient, and repzone the 
difobedient to God. Thus euerp man 
ought to labour and trauaile after his de- 
gree: fo: when the Caening commeth, 
that is, the end ol the world, then ſhall e- 
nery man take reward god 82 bad, ther⸗ 
after as he hath labouredhere. 

Theſe bee the woꝛds that J haue ta⸗ 


reckoning of thy Bayliwicke. Chaift 


which is hig Bayliffe, by the parable of a 
Bayliffe that he ſpeaketh of, to * 


A Godly and famous Sermon 
himſelfe to make his anſwere, and to giue 
a reckoning of ſuch gods, as hee hath re- 
ceiued at GD D hand, when the day 
of ſtrickt reckoning ſhal come that is, the 
day of dome. And ſo J at this time, 

though the helpe of God, following him 


that is ſo great a Maſter of authozity, bes 


cauſe J know nothing that ſhould moꝛe 
dꝛaw away mans vareaſonable loue 
from the vaine and tranſito2y ioy of this 
wozld, then to haue in minde the feare⸗ 
full reckoning: So farre as G O D pers 
mitteth, J will chew pou how you ſhall 
diſpoſe you to auopde the Loꝛds pꝛe and 
bengeance, when there ſhall bee ſo hard 
a iugement, that wee ſhall gine account 
fo2 enery idle woꝛd that wee haue ſpo- 
ken. Foꝛ then it ſhall be ſaid vnto vs, 
as we ſhall haue no power to goe backe: 
Come, giue a reckoning of thy Bayli- 


Wicke. ; 


But fo2 further pzocefſe of this firſt 
part of this Sermon, know pou there 
be th 1Baphwicks, that ſhall bee cal⸗ 
led to this tfrickt reckoning. The firlt 
ſhall anſwere ſoꝛ himſelie and fo2 others, 
and they be Tleray men, that haue the os 
uer - 
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nerſight oꝛ curs of mans ſoule. The ſe- 1 
cond, bee tempoꝛall Loꝛds, that haue ths 49 
gouernance ol the people. And the third | 
Bapyliffe ſhall account fo2 himſelfe, oz at | 
let haue much lefſe charge then the o⸗ 

ther, and that is enery Chꝛiſtian man, fo: 

that he hath recetucd of God. And enery Three ques 
= of theſe ſhall anſwere to thz& que⸗ ſtions. 

ns. 

The firſt queſtion is: how haſt thou The fit. 
entred 2 The ſecond: how haſt thou ru⸗ Second. 
led? The third: how haſt thou lived © Third. 
And il thou canſt aſſoile theſe the que- 
ſtions, and diſcharge ther of them: there 
was neuer earthly Loꝛd (without tom⸗ 
pariſon ) that fo rewarded his ſeruants, 
as theLo2d will reward thee, that is fo 
ſay, with life and top euerlaſting. But 
on the other ſide,iithou now, regarding 
not thineowne wealth, take no b&@de of 
this reckoning, if that day take the ſud⸗ 
denly , ſo that thou paſſe hence in dead⸗ 
ly ſinne and euill life, and haue not a- 
mended as thou knoweſt not what ſhall 
befall thee, ) all the fongues that euer 
were, oz euer ſhall ber, cannot expzel 
the ſoꝛrow and woe that thou ſha _ 
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A Godly and famous Sermon, 
be in and ſuffer. Therefr2e the defice ft 
great ioy,and the feare of ſo great paine, 
( thongh the loue of G O ID were not in 
thine heart) ſhould mais the&aftaide to 
ſinne, fqzto thinke that thou ſhalt giue 
areckoning of thy Bayliwicke. There- 
foeas A ſaide, the firſt queſtion that 
ſhall be pꝛopounded to the firſt Bapliſte, 
( which is a Pzelate 02 Curate of mens 
ſqules ) is thus: Bow haſt thou entred 2 
Friend,hqiv entredſt thou hither + Who 
b:ought thee into this Dffice ? Trueth, 

oz Himony : God, oz the Diuell? Grace, 
02 Money : The fleſh , oz the Spirit ? 
Glue now thy reckoning if thou tanſt: if 
thou canſt not, J counſell the without 
delay to ſearne. Foz if thou bee called 
thus oꝛ it be night, e then if thou ſtand 
dumbe fo2 lacke of knowledge, and fo: 
conſuon ot thine owne conſcience , thou 
ſhalf kall into the ſentence that here enſu⸗ 
eth: Binde his hands and fert. and caſt 
him into vtter darkeneſle, where is way 
ling and gnaſhing of teeth. ZTherefoze 
J counſell the that thou aduiſe the well, 
bew thou ſhalt anſwe re to this queſtion. 
Mow haft thou ontred ? Whether _ 
ng, 


made in the yeere 13 8 8. 
ling, oꝛ by thine owne ing: foz that 
thou wouldeſt labour in Gdds Goſpel,oz 
fo2 that thow woulveſt be richly attyꝛed, 
and liue eaſily e Anſwere to thine owne 
conſcience now, as thou ſhalt (oz it bes 
long) anſwere to God, Thou that halt 
taken now the ozder of Pziefthod, whe- 
ther thou bs a Curateoz no, who ſtirred 
thee to takeſohigh an Dffice vpon ther: 
Whether betauſe thou wouldeſt liue as 
a Pꝛieſt ought to doe, and ſtudy Govs- 
Law to pꝛeath, and molt heartily to pzay 
fo the people: oz fo to line a delicious 
life vpon other mens ſweat, and thy ſelfe 
to labour neuer a whit 

And heere might J aſke a queſtion: 9..etiv. 
why doe men ſet their Childzen oꝛ Co⸗ 
zins to ſchole! Mhether ſoꝛ to get them 
great aduancements, o2 to make them 
the better to know God, and to ſerue 
him! This their intention men may ſee Solutio. 
openly,by the Sciences thep ſet them to. 
Why, A p;ay you, doe men put their 
ſonnes to the Cinill Law, oꝛ to the Rings 
Court to wate Letters and Mzittes, 
rather then to Philoſophy oz Dininitie, 
but becauſe they thinks that theſe ®ci- 
ences 


Dazſtio, 


Solutio. 


1ihaznes 
Chry{oft. 


Hom, 27. 
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A Godly and famous Sermon 
ences ſhalbe ureanes to make them great 
men in the wozld ? And why bee there ſo 
few put to learne the woꝛd ol God, and to 
be Pꝛeachers thereof, but that there are 
not ſuch gaines as is in the other? And 
ſo caxe they little on both parts fo2 godly 
liuing. 

But certaine true it is now, that Tohn 
Chryſoſtome ſaith: Parents be louing 
to the bodies of their childꝛen, but their 
ſoules they care not foz: they deſire their 
welfare in this wozld, but they paſſe not 
what they ſhall ſuffer in another. Some 
oꝛdaine great fees fo2 them here, but none 


oꝛdaine them to Godward: The loſſe of 


their bodies they will ſoze bewaple, but 
tho health of their ſoules they make no 
reckoning ok. It they ſe them poze and 
ficke,they ſo2row and ſigh: but though 
they ſ& them ſinne, they are nothing 
grieued. And hereby they tetv that they 
bought foꝛth their bodies, but not their 
ſoules. 

And now ta ſpeake againe ot Pꝛieſta, 
if we fake herde truely, wee ſhall per⸗ 
ceiue great abominations that be ſcatte⸗ 
red in the Church now adapes amongſt 
Pꝛieſts: 
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Pꝛieſtes: we ſhall well perceiue, J ſay, 
that they come not all · into Chaiſts fold 
by Chꝛiſts calling, foꝛ to pꝛott, but by o⸗ 
ther waies to get them wozlbly wealth. 
And this ts the cauſe of loſing of ſonlss, 
that Chꝛiſt bought ſo dere, and ofmany 
erroꝛs amongthe people. Andtherefoze 
whete p P2ophet ſpeaketh thus to God: 
The enemy hath put. his hand to all 
things to him defiradle , fo2 hee hath let 
lawleſſe folk enter into the Sanctuary, 
of Þ which thou hadſt commanded that 
they ſhould not enter into thy Church. 
The enemy is Sathanas, as his name 

ſoundeth, that hath put his hand to all 
that him liketh. #02 what ſinne might 
the Fiend by al his traft oꝛ engine haus 
ſowne among men, that is not now a⸗ 
daies vſed? In what plenty is pꝛide, en⸗ 
uie, w2ath, t couetouſnes? When were 
they ſo great as they benow, and ſo of 
all other ſinnes? And wherloꝛe thinkeff 
thou? But foꝛ becauſe thera be lawleſſe 
people entred into the Temple, that nei⸗ 
ther in themſelues keep the law of God, 
noꝛ can teach other. And to all ſuch faith 


God by the Pꝛophet Oſe: Foꝛ that thou Oſe 4- 
15 


haſt 
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haſt put awaycunning oz knowledge of 
Gods will, J will put thee awap, that 
thou ſhalt ple no Pzieſthod to me. 

Nate, that God and holy Scripture, 
erpzeſly heere fozbiddeth men to take the 
Fate of Pꝛieſthood on them, vnleſſe ther 
haue knowledge as behwueth them. 

Thou then that canſt neither tue thy 
ſelfe noꝛ others, after the law of Gop:be- 
ware how thou wilt anſ were; foꝛ God at 
t his dꝛeadfull dome, ſhall ſay to the: 
Come and giue a reckoning of thy Bay- 
liwicke, how thou haſt entred. 

The letond queſtion that every Pꝛe⸗ 
late oꝛ Curate muſt anſ were to, is this: Þ. 
How haſt thou ruled 2 That is to ſay, PF 
the ſoules ofthe Dubiects, and the gods 
of pw2e men 2 Gtue now thy account. 
Firſt , how haſt thou gouerned Gods 
flocke committed to thy Cure: Whether 
art thou an Heard, oꝛ an hyꝛed man, that 
doth all fo2 his badily hire? 48 à Father, 
02 as a welic,p eateth the ſheep,+ keepeth 
them not! Say on, Whom haſt thou tur- 
nod from their curſed lining, by thp des 
uout pꝛeaching æ god example 2 Whom 
hat thou taught the Law of God , that 
was befoze ignoꝛant: There ſhall ber 
bearo 
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heard a grieuous accuſing of fatherleſſe 
tchildzen, and a ſtraight alleadging of all 
the flocke, that thou haſt taken of them 
thy liuing, thꝛough their labour x fweet, 
and done not hing therefoze, but let them 
goe aſtray; wandzing foz paſture and 
water,and none giuen them by ther. 
Directly giue thy reckoning alſo,how 
haſt thou ruled ſpent the gods of p22 
men:? Mo ſhalt thou tremble with 
hoꝛrible feare then, thinkeſt thou? Years 


what Saint Bernard ſaith, thꝛeatning gear. 
Clearkes and Miniſters of the Church: . 


They be in the place of Saints, ſaith 


he, and they doe wickedly, in that they 
not holding them content with wages 
that are ſufficient to their necefſaries , 


but the ouerplus that the nedy ſhould 
be ſuſtained by, they be not aſhamed to 
waſte in the houſes of their pꝛide and le⸗ 
chery, with · holding to themſclues wic⸗ 
kedly and curſedly , that which ſhould 
be the liuings of poꝛe men; with double 
wickednelle truely they doe ſinne. Firſt, 
they do ſinne, in that they rob other men 
of their gods, Furthermoze , foz that 
they miſuſe holy things in their vani⸗ 
ties, and in their wickedneſſe. Euery 

1s 2 ſuch 
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ſach Bailiffe therefoze beware, fo2 anon 
to the laſt farthing thou ſhalt reckon and 
giue account. Thinkeſt thou then that 
thou ſhaltnot be diſallowed of God, foz 
1 In bzinging vp 
of young idle fellowes , nouriſhed and 
taught , as if were in a ſchale to bla(- 
pheme God in all manner of points of 
euill lining, and feeding al kat Palfries, 
of Bounds, and of Haukes, and if ſo be, 
that is woꝛſt of all) on locherous women, 
heare what is ſaid of ſuch: They hane 
ledde their dayes in vanitie,+in wealth, 
and in a moment they be gone downe in⸗ 
to hell. Thinke therfoze I reade ther, that 
thou ſhalt render ſtraightly the account 
of thy Bapliwicke. 

The third queſtion that this Bayliffe 
ſhall anſwers to, is this: How haſt thou 
hned 2 What light ofholtneſe haſt thou 

iuen and ſhewed to the people in thy 
liuing? What mpꝛroun haſt thou biene 
vnto them 2 Now giue thy reckoning, 
how haſt thou lived ? As a god ſheps 
heard going beſoze his flocke with gad 
examples, o2 as alewde perſon? As a 
man, 02a beaT 2 It is wonder truely to 
ſer how the life of Pꝛieſts is changed. 
They 
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They be cloathed like Lo2ds 4 Knights, 
they ſpeake as vnhoneſtly as any 45 
bauld oa Yarlotte-: as couetouſly 

gaines doe they pzocure, as any er- 
chants, They ride like Pzinces, and 
all this that thus is ſpent, is of pwze 
mens gods c Chꝛiſts heritage. There⸗ 
loze ſaith an holy Pocoz, The clay of E- 
gypt is tough and ſtincking, and medled 
with blod: The States were hard to be 
bndone, foz they were baked with the 
fire af couetouſnes, and with the laire oz 
earth of luſts. Jn this point rich men 
trauaile, and in this watch they, lying in 
waite foz pe men. Jn theſe trauaile 
Pꝛelates that be blinded with to much 
ſhining of riches, that make them hou- 
ſes like Churches in greatneſſe, and ſu- 
perfluous aboundance of all things: that 
with diners paintings coloz their cham- 
bers, and with diuers filkes+ doathings 


of colours make their Images gay: but Note 


the pwꝛe man fo2 want of cloathes beg- 
geth , and with an empty bellie doth 
cry at the doe. And ſhall J ſay ſothe, 
ſaith this Docto2 2 Oft · times thus ph 
men be robbed fo2 to cloathe ſfocks and 
ffones. Ok (ach "TY the Pzophet 


Quid tu 
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Eſay : WWhoart thou here? o2 as who 


art thou here 2 Yere then art thou occu- 


pytng the place of Peter, of Paul, ol Tho- 
mas, oꝛ of Martin, but how? As ludas 
wis among the Apoſtles, as Simon Ma- 
gus among the Diſciples, as a Candle 
newly quenched, that fumeth ouer all 
the haue inſtead ok a light Lanthozne, 
and as a ſmoake that blindeth mens eies 
inſtead of a cleare fire. If thou contrary 
thus the manner ol liutng, that Chꝛiſt 
and his Diſciples left to Pꝛieſts, heare 
what the Pꝛophet Ieremie ſaith; They 
haue enfred,and they haue had and they 
haue not bene obedient : they haue with 
falſe title oꝛ with their falſe cozrupt ins 
tention, had poze mens gods fo their 
miſuſing and they haue not beene obedi⸗ 
ent to the Law of God in their owne li⸗ 
uing. Therefoꝛe itis wꝛitten. That they 
ſhall haue the harveſt dome. A hard 
dwme 02 Judgement. fo2 that thep haue 
miſentred: a harder tudo ement, fo2 that 
they haue miſruled: the hardeſt tudge- 
Mment.fo2 becauſe they haue ſo curſedly 
lived beyond all other. UUhereſo2e, J 
counſel ther betimes, thinte how thou 
wilt make thy reckoning, 
The 
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The ſecond Bapyliſfe that muſt anſwer 

fo2 himſelfe and ſaꝝ other, is he that hath 
the rule ofany Realme,Pzouince,Shire 
o Countrepes : as Rings, Painces, 
Mapoꝛs, Shirifes, 4 Juſtices, and theſe 
ſhall anſwere to the ſame there que- 
tions. The firſt, How haſt thou entred 
into thy Office? Whether to pꝛaſite the 
people, to deſfroy falſehwd, and further 
trueth: o2 fo2 deſire to obtaine thereby 
woꝛldly woꝛſhip and riches? Ir thou take 
ſuch an office moꝛe fo2 thine owe woꝛld⸗ 
ly p2ofite , then fo2 to helpe the common 
wealth, thou art none of the pexfect meme 
bers of the Church, but art a tpzant , and 
it is to bee feared, leſt there hee many 
that deſire ſuch eſtate. Dame, that they 
may be enhaunced with riches, and ſome 
that they might the rather oppzeſſe ſuch 
as they hats, and ſome be enhaunced in 
taking gifts: whereby they ſpare to pu⸗ 
niſh thoſe that haue treſpaſſed, ſo make 
them partners of their ſinnes, and foz 
batbes they wozke all things. And ma- 
ny ſuch, when they be ſo high in Office, 
thinke not that they bee poꝛe mens 
Sonnes, Bꝛethzen, and Deruanfs; but 
thinke themſelues tobe of a higher =_ 
13 4 of 
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ofnature, as they beaduanced to wazld- 
lv honour, which is but winde and va⸗ 
nity. Df whom ſaith God by the ÞP20- 
phet: They haue reigned, but not by 
mer: They haue bene Pꝛinces, but J 
know them not. Do was Roboam Ring 
Salomons Sonne, when hee was firft 
Ning, aduaunted in his heart, when the 
people of Jſrael came to him and ſaid: 
Thy,Fatherin his laſt dayes, put vpon 
vs a great charge, wee deſire the that 
thou wouldeſt make it lighter, and we 
will ſerue thee. The Ring aſked coun⸗ 
ſell ol the Elder wiſe men, which aduiſed 
him to anſwere them faire , and that 
ſhould be beſt. But he foꝛſoke rheſe wiſe 
mens coumtels, and did after childzen 
that were his play - tellowes, and ſaid to 
the people, when they came againe: Mp 
leaſt finger is bigger then my Fathers 
ridge bane : My Father greeued pou 
ſomewhat, but J will adde moꝛe there- 
to. The people hearing this, rebclled a⸗ 
gainſt him, and tooke them another 
Ring: and ſithence that time, came ne⸗ 
ner the kingdsme whole againe. Uhers 
fo2e it is gad fo2 Ralers to fake ſober 
connſehand to eſchew eare⸗rounders, and 
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alwayes to haue an eye ot loue to the 
commons that they rule. F02 know they 
well,be they neuer ſohigh,that they ſhall 
come befoze a higher Judge, to giue a rec- 
koning. 

The ſecond queſtion is; Pow haſt 
thou ruled the people and the office that 
thou haddeſt to gouerne? Thou that haſt 
been a Judge in cauſes of poze men, how 
haſt thou kept this commandement of 
God, that thou ſhalf not take herde to the 
perſon of the poʒe man, to be p harder to 
him fo2 his pouertp; noz thou ſhalt not 
haue reſpect to the rich mans counte- 
nance to ſpare o2 fauour him in wꝛong 
fo2 his riches? O Lozd, what abuſe is 
there among Officers, of both Lawes 
noma dapes ? Ak a great man pleadeth 
with a pooze man, to haue ought that he 
hol deth: euerp Officer ſhall be ready to 
further the rich man all that they may 
in his cauſe, that he mag haue the ende 
that he deßreth. But if a pwꝛe man plea- 
deth with a rich man, then ſhall there bee 
fo many delayes , that though the pwꝛe 
mans right be open to all the Countrey, 
fo2 pure defsult of ſpending hee ſhall bee 
conſtrained to let his cauſs fall, Dhecifes 


Deut. 2. 


and 


Matth.7. 


Rom. 2. 
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and 1Bayliffes will returne pe mens 
Waittes with a Tarde venit, extept they 
fele money in their hands. And pet A 
heare ſay of men that haue pꝛoued both 
Courts, that the Court that 1s called 
moꝛe ſpiritually Chꝛiſtian, is moze cur- 
ſed. Therefo2e it is fruely ſaid: Gifts 
they take out of mens boſoms, to ſubuert 
the wap or right iudgement But in eſpe⸗ 
ciall, the woꝛds of Chꝛiſt are to be feared, 
who ſaith, Jn what iudgement pe iudge 
other, your ſcife ſhall receiue the ſame, 
when ye ſhall come to gtue account of 
pour Bapliwicke. 

The third queſtion is: Bow haft thou 
liued, thou that iudgeſt, and puniſheſt o⸗ 
ther foz treſpalling! A great Doctoz ſaith: 
It behwueth the that puniſheſt other 
men fo? their tre ſpaſſes, to eſchue and flee 
their vices. Foꝛ if thy ſelie doe vnlawful⸗ 
lp, iudging other, thou condemneſt thy 
ſel e, ſith thou doſt that thing that thou 
dillikeſt in others. Paul ſaith; hy teas 
cheſt thou not thy ſelfe , that teacheſt. o⸗ 
ther? Why ſteale ſt thon, that teacheſt o⸗ 
ther men not to ſteale? Gregory ſaith: 
Hoſv ſhall that man take rule of other, 
that cannot goe beſoze them in gad li⸗ 
uing? 
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uing 2 And when any man ſtandeth be- 


foꝛe him in iudgement, he muſt take hed 
beſoꝛe what iudge he ſhal ſtand himfelfe, 
to take his iudgment after his deeds. But 


it is to be feared, that many fare as the 
two falſe Judges, that would haue dam⸗ 


ned to death the holy Suſanna , foz that 5 4%. 


ſhe would not conſent vnto their leche⸗ 
rie. Of the which it is wꝛitten, They tuͤr⸗ 
ned away their eyes, foꝛ that they would 
not ſ& heauen, noꝛ haue minde of right 
iudgement. And ſo it loꝛtuneth oft, that 
they which are moꝛe woꝛthy fo bee han⸗ 
ged, damne them that be ieſſe wozthy. 
As a Clarke telleth of Socrates the Phi⸗; 
loſopher, who ona time was demaun⸗ 


ded why he did laugh? Fo2 J ſe ( ſaide eri 
he) great theues leade little theeues to Maximus. 


hanging. J pꝛap you whether is hea 
greater theefe that taketh away a mans 
Mouſe and his Land, from him and his 
Heires fo2 euermoꝛe, 02 he that ſoꝛ great 
neede ſtealeth a Shepe oꝛ a Calfe 2 And 


| ſuppoſe vee that ſometime wee haue not 


ſuch Judges, and men ot Law that be 
very extoꝛtioners bꝛibers themſelues, 
and iudge other to death: But J aduiſe 
the that thus iudgeſt other men, to re⸗ 
member 


Socrates. 
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member that thou ſhalt come into iudge- 
ment, to giue a reckoningof thy Baplp⸗ 
wicke, 

The third Bapliffe that ſhalbe called 
to this dzeadifull dome, ſhall be enery 
Chꝛiſtian man, that ſhall reckon to his 
Lo2d God fo2 the gods that he hath had 
ef his. And here J will ſpeake but of the 
firſt queſtion, that is, how haſt thou go⸗ 
nerned thee and thy gods: And how 
haſt thou entred here to thy gods? 15e- 
ware ye that haue goften any gods 
wꝛongfullp, either taking by exkoꝛtion, 
by ſtealth, vſury oꝛ deceit, woe ſhall be 
to you at this dzeadfull day. Foz as D. 
Auſten faith, if he be caſt into the fire, 
that hath not giuen of his owne goods 
righteouſiy gotten ; where thinkeſt thou 
ſhall he be caſt, that hath ſtollen other 
mens gods: And if he ſhall burne with 
the Fieadthat hath not cloathed the na⸗ 
ked: where iudgeſt thou (Hail he burne, 
that hath made naked them that were 


+ -dlgathed? But as Saint Gregory ſaith: 
Too things mike men thus to liue by 


rapine af other mens gods, that ts,deſire 
of honoar and dꝛead of pouerty. And 


what vengcice falleth on this ſinne of 
coue⸗ 
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ge- } couefouſneſſe , ye may ſe by a figure of 

iy ⸗ Dcripture. When the Angel ſatd to the 
P2ophet Zachary: Lift vp thine eyes Zach. 
led | and ſ& what is that.that goeth out. And 

ery the Pꝛophet aſked, what is that? Then 

his the Angel ſaid. This is the pot going out, 

gad | that is the eye ot the earth. And there 

the | was a weight of Lead, and there was a 

go⸗] Woman ſitting in the middeſt of this 

ow pot, and the Angel ſaid, This is impietie, 

ze- | - and he toke her, and caſt her into the 

pds | middle of the pot and tooke the Gobbet 

on, ok Lead, and caſt into the pottes mouth. 

be | And the P2ophot lift vp his eyes , and 

D. | ſawtwso Women like ſpirits in the ayze, 

re, with wings like vntoKites o2 Puttocks; 

ds | and they carryed vp the pot betw'ene 

Jou | beauenand earth. And the p2ophet aſked 

ber | the Angel, whither they would cary this 

ith pot? and he laid, Into the land of Sinnaar, 

na- | This pot is conetouſnes, ſoʒ as a pot hath Expoſcio. 
ne, a wide open mouth, ſo touetouſneſſe ga- 

ere | peth etorniwze after wozldlp gods, rt- 

h: ches, and honour. And as the liquo2 in 

by } thepot pꝛoſiteth nat the pot it ſelfe, but 

fre them that vzaw and dzinke thereof: ſo 

Ind | wozlbly goods oft p2ofite net the kte⸗ 

> of per, bat other that come after, as it is 
wzitten: 


Eccle.s. 


Toha to. 
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w2itten : Hethat hath monep, ſhall haue 
no fruit of it. And thus couetoaſneſſe is 


the eye of couetous men, ſoꝛ they be blind 


to ſ{& how they ſhould come to heauen: 
But to win woꝛldly things they can ſee 
many wapes, like tothe Obwles & night⸗ 
Crowes, that ſee better by night, then by 
dap. The piece of Lead, is the ſinne ofgb- 
ſtinacie, the Woman ſitting in the pot 
is impiety, as the Angel ſaith, that fol- 
loweth vnrighteouſneſle and auarice. A 
man thꝛough auarice doth loſe the pit⸗ 
tie that hee ſhonld haue of the miſery 
of his ſoule, ſithence oftimes men loſe the 
lile of their ſoule by deadly ſinne, that 
they commit to get riches. And alſo they 
loſe the pitty that they ſhould haue to 
their bodies, putting themſelues to many 
geeat perils and ieoperdies ol their bodies 
both by Sea and Land: and loſeth com- 
paſſion toward other men; and gll this 
doth couetouſneſte. This pot is ſtopped 
with the Gobbet of Lead, when impiety 
ts cloſed thus by the ſinne or obſtinacy, by 
couetouſneſſe, that it may not goe out of 
the kerpers heart by repentance: Foꝛ as 
lob ſaith, when hee is filled he ſhall 
be ſtopped. The tiwo Women that bare 
vp 
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vp the pot, were pꝛide and luſt of fleſh, 
that in the Scripture be called the two 
daughters of the water Leache, crying: 
Bzing, bꝛing; and they had wings. The 
firſt Woman, which is pꝛide, had two 
wings, tye firſt wing is graces 02 giftes 
ſpirituall, as cunning, wildome, counſell, 
and ſuch other, of which gifts, men are 
oft pzoude. The ſecond wing is bodily 
grace 02 gifts,as ſtrength, beauty, ance- 
ſtrp, with ſuch other, of which alſo men 
were often pzoud. 

The wing of theſecond Woman , is 
fleſhly deſires,and they be gluttony and 


floth, Df gluttony ſpeaketh . Grego- Gg 


ry ,ſaying : When the belly is filled, the 
pꝛickes of lecherp is ſtirred. Ok floth 


ſaith Samt Auſten, that Lot while hee Auge. 
was in buſineſſe vwelling amongſt the «ec ccni 
ſhꝛewes in Sodome he was a good man: e 
but when hee was on the hill, idie, in 


dzunkenneſſe he lap by his vwne daugh- 
ters. And theſe Women had wings like 
Gletdes 92 Puttocks, that with crying 


voyce goe ſeking their meat, as Bartho- |, || 
lomeus ſaith ; Thus fareth the conetoul- ,,,,,jv,;. 
neſſe and ferment bcſire of fleſhly men, vn rerum. 


as witneſſeth S Auſten. We ee ( ſaith 
he) 


Anguſe BS. 


Pſal.3 4. 


Inmociiin, 


Num. 
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he)that rauenous fiſhes haue ſome mea- 
ſare,fo2 when they hunger, they doe rape 
and eat but when they be full, they ſpare; 
Onlp a couetous man map not be filled, 
oꝛ ſatiſſied, euer he taketh, and neuer hath 
he enough; neither dꝛeadeth he God noꝛ 
ſhame ol man, neither ſpareth Father, 
neither knoweth Mother: with his b20- 
ther he actoꝛdeth not, noz with his friend 


ktepeth trueth. Me oppzelſeth widowes, 


and harmeth mothcrieffethildzen. Free 
men he maketh bond, and bzingeth fo2 

falfe witneſſe. He occupieth dead mens 
gods, as though he ſhould neuer die. 
hat madneſſe is this, ſaith this Doc- 
toꝛ, thus fo loſelife and grace, and pꝛo- 
cure the ſoules damnation? To winne 
Gold, and loſe Heauen? And therefoze 
ſaith the Pꝛophet: Unhappineſſe ſhall 
compaſſe thee round about, trauaile and 
vnrighteouſneſſe is in the midſt among 
them. Alſo, Innocentius ſpeakingofthe 
Harme that commeth of couetouſneſfe, 
ſaith 2 O how many men hath couetouſ- 
neſſe deteiued and ſpilt? Fo2 couetouſnes 
oꝛ reward of gifts that the Ring Balaak 
pꝛomiſed Balaam, he would haue curſed 
the peopleof God, notwithſtanding his 
owne 


— 
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olone Aſſe repzoued him in his own con⸗ 
ſcience,qall that was in him repzoued, 
and hurt his fot at a wall And yet was 
he overcome and ledde away with coue- 
couſnefle. which cnfozced him what hee 


might. Achan was fone, ſoꝝ conetouſ- j..q.,.;, 


nefle1nadehim ſteale gold and pꝛetiaus 
cloathes, againſt Gods tommandement. 
Gehehe was ſtricken with miſery, foz 


that he ſold Naamans health, that came 2. Reg.. 


by the grace ol God. Iudas fo2 couetouſ⸗ 
neſſe ſold Chʒiſt and afterward hanged 
hunſelfe, Anania, and Saphira his wife, 


did die ſudden lp, becauſe they denyed to 38s 5- 


Peter the pzice o2 ſumme of money that 
they recet112d.Conetouſclie is cauſe, that 
rich men eate pwꝛe men , cucn as beaſts 
eat graſſe kæping it under: this is daily 
ſene. Foz i? a rich man haue a field, and 
in the midſt, oꝛ on the outſide, a poꝛe man 
haue but one Aker: o2 i a rich man haue 
a whole ſtreef, ſaue one houſe that ſome 
poꝛe bꝛother of his oweth, hee neuer cea⸗ 
ſeth till that he hath gotten it out of the 


pꝛe mans hand, either by p2aying, oꝛ by 


buping, oꝛ by purchaſing by deceit. Thus 


fareditby King Achab, that by the pꝛo⸗ 


curement of the faiſe Qutene Iezebel, 
C flew 
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flew thepwze man Naboth, foz that hee 
would not ſel him his Uinepard lying by 

-imbroſ. his Pallace. Mhereupon ſaith D. Am- 

S broſe: Bow far will pou rich men ſtretch 

both, aut pour couetouſnelſle : Will yedwela- 
lone vpon the earth, and haue no pooze 
man with vou? Mhy put vou out your 
fellow in kind, and challenge to your ſelfe 
the poſſeſſion, that kind and nature hath 

. made common to all men, both poꝛe and 
. rich? The earth was made tommon, and 

1 will pee rich men challenge pꝛoper right 

therein: Nature and kind knoweth no 

riches, loʒ the bzingeth foꝛth all manner 
of men poꝛe. Foz wee bee not gotten 
with rich cloathes, noꝛ bozne with golde 
and ſiluer. Nature and kind bzingeth vs 
naked into the wozld, both needy of meat 
and d2inke. Naked the earth taketh vs 
againe, as naked euen as ſhe bought vs 
hither . She cannot cloſe our peſſeffions 
and riches with vs in the Sepulchꝛe. Fo2 
kinde maketh 10 differente betwerne 
page and ricq, neither in comming hy- 
ther, noꝛ in going hence ; all atter one 
manner the bꝛingeth tozth, all after one 

manner cloſcth ſhe in the graue. 
C{Ujofocuer maketh difference betwen 
pe 
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poꝛe and rich, abide till they haue lyen 
à little ſpace in the graue, and then open 
and loke among the dead bones, who 
was rich, and who was pwze. Except it 
be as thus, that moe cloathes bee rotten 
with the rich men, then with the paze. 
And that endammageth them that be a · | 
liue, and pꝛoñteth not them that be dead. i 
Thus ſaith the holy Doctour, of ſuch ex- | 
toꝛtioners it is w2itten: Other mens 
fields they reape, and of the Uine of him | 
that hath beene oppzeſſed, they plucke as | 
way the grapes. They leaue men naked, ; 
and pluck away their cloathes, that they | 
haue not wherewith to coner them from _ 
colde. And they lift vp this pot (that 3 
foake of befoze)betwcane heauen + earth: 
foʒ cauetouſneſſe of men, neither hath 
Charity in earth to their bꝛethꝛen, noꝛ to 
God in heauen, and they beare this pot 
into the land ol Sinnaar , that is to ſap, 
Into the land of ſtench that is, hell. Foz 
there is ſtinke, in ſtead of ſweet ſinel- 
ling, as Eſay ſaith. Beware that thou go 
not with this pot, noꝛ with the woman 
herein, and in any caſe take beede that 
thou marry not with her, toz then ve 
molt be both one That is, that lecherous 
C 2 woman 
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woman and cull of fleſhly delights, with 
whom Rings and Perchants haue done 
folly here in earth, and with her vices 
they haue biene made rich: whoſe dam⸗ 
nation is witten in the boke ol the Ne⸗ 


uelation of . Iohn, by theſe we2ves; Jn 


one dap ſhall all her plagues come on 
her, death, ſozrow, and hunger, and fire 
ſhall burne her. Foz ſtrong is God that 
will auenge him on her. The Kings of 
the earth that haue done lecherp with 
her, and haue liued in her delights, when 
they ſhall ſe the ſmoake of her burning, 
all ſtand a farre off weeping and way- 
ling, pea, crying alas alas, that great C1- 
ty, that was cloathed with biſſe, purple 

d bꝛaſell, and ouer⸗gilt with gold and 


pꝛetious Stones, and Pearle, fo2 in one 


houre all theſe great riches ſhall bee de⸗ 
ſtroped. Then ſhall they ſay that ſhall be 
damned with her: Me haue erred from 
the wap of frueth and righteouſneſſe,and 
the light hath not ſhined vpon vs, and 
the Bunne ol underſtanding hath not ri⸗ 
ſen to vs: we haue biene wearied in ths 
way of wickednes and of luſts, and haue 
gone the hard wales, vut the wap of God 
we kiew not. What hath pꝛide pzofited 
vs, 
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vs. oz the boaſt of our riches? Whathath 
it bzought vnto vs? All is gone as a ſha⸗ 
dow of death, and we can ſhew no ma⸗ 
ner ol holineſſe in our kindꝛed. In our 
wickednes we be waſted away. Thinke 
thereloꝛe J couuſell the, that thou ſhalt 
giue a reckoning of thy Bapliwicke. 

Deere ſhould be aſked, how thou haſt 
gouerned thy Mife, thy Childzen 4 @er- 
wants © Baſt thou bzought them vp al⸗ 
tertheLawes of God, and continued 
them therein,as much as lyeth in thy po- 
wer? But if thou haſt bzought them vp 
after another wap, oz ſuffered them to 
goe at their owne will, thinke not but 
thou muſt giue account thereot, when it 
ſhall be ſaid: Giue account of thy Bay- 
liwicke, But and it thou wilt auotd all 
the ſtraight and hard accounts. J counſel 
the, whatſoeuer thou be to fal and cleaue 
bnto the mercy and godneſſe of God, 
thzough Chꝛiſts merits , with a linely 
faith and repenting heart fo2 thine int- 
quities. And now therefoze , repent of 
thy life paſt , and amend, foz if thou doe 
not, and that in time, who ſhall grant 
thee pardon and releaſe of thy accounts? 
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The ſecond Part of this Sermon. 


] A this ſecond Part, with the helpe of 

God, J will ſhew firſt , who ſhall call 
vs to this reckoning. Secondly, befoze 
whom wee ſhall reckon : And finally , 
what puniſhment ſhall bee to thein that 
be formd falſe ſeruanfs and wicked , and | 
what reward ſhall be giuen to them that 
be found faithfallandfrue. Fo2 the firſt 
pe ſhall know , that there bee two tudge- | 
ments: the firſt, anon after the depar⸗ 
ting of the body and ſoule which is a par | 
ticular dvome. whereof Luke ſpeaketh in 
his Goſpel, The ſecond danne tall bee 
anon after the generall Reſurrection, and 
that ſhall be vainerſall, and of this ſpea- 
keth D. Matthew. To the firſt ſhall eue- 
xy man be called one after another, as 
the woꝛld palleth. To the ſecond, ſhall 
we come all together in the twinckling 
ot an eye. To the firft, men ſhall be cal 
led by thꝛer Somners oꝛ Seriaunts, the 
firſt is ſickeneſſe, the ſecond age, the 
third Death. The firſt warnech che ſe⸗ 
tond thꝛeateneth, and the third falfeth, 
This is a kindly o2der, but ſametine it 
falicth vnkindly. Foz ſome die, that ne⸗ 
ner 
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ner conſider what is ſickeneſſe, no2 age, 
as childꝛen that be ſuddenly ſlaine. And 
ſome,yea,and the moſt part now adapes 
that die, depart befo2e their pure and na- 
turall age of death. Therefo2e J ſay,that 
the firlt that called vs to this ſpeciall 


| tudgement , is ſickenelle, that followeth 
all mankinde, ſo that euery man hath it. 
And there is a double ſickneſle, that ſome 


men haue, but not all, vet the firlt ſicke⸗ 


neſle is double, foz ſome is within, in the 
midſt ok the ſoule, and ſome is without, 
in the feebleneſſe of the body, that needes 
mull be deſtroyed, who in confinuance 
ol time himſelſe is cauſe of coꝛruption, 
as the Philoſophers ſaith, that there is 


feebleneſle in ſickenelle. Now map a man 


| ſehereby,that though a man ſhut out ol 
his houſe / tbat is, his heart) all manner of Notetur. 
woeꝛldlp and fleſhly thoughts, yet fo2 all 
khat euer he can doe, hee ſhall (cantly ſuf- 
fer to thinke onely on GO D, the ſpace 


ot a Pater noſter while , but ſome other 
thought of things that bee paſſing , en- 
freth into the ſoule,and dꝛaweth her from 
the confemplation.But O god G DD, 


what a ſickeneſſe is this t heauy burthen 
bpon the ſonnes ol Adam? That on the 
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fowle mucke ofthe woꝛld, we can thinke 
long enough; but on the Lo2v whom the 
Soule would haue molt delectation by, | 
we cannot thinke ſo litle a ſpace, but that 
the Tockle wil enter among the Mheat. 
Df this lickeneſſe ſpake Saint Paul, | 
When he ſaid; J ſe another law inmy | 
members, rebelling againit the Law of 
my ſpirit and dꝛawing me to the Law. of 
ſinne. So that it fareth by vs, as it doth 
by a man that would loke fedfaftly a- | 
gainſt the Sunne, g cannot endure long 
fo2 any thing, & yet foz no default that is 
in the Sunne, fo2 it is moſt cleare in it 
ſelle, and ſo by reaſon (ſhould be beſt ſ&ne; ' 
but it is fo; the feebleneſſe ol mens eyes. 
Right ſo, ſithenee Adam our firſt Father | 
was put out of }Baradiſe,all his offſpzing | 
haue bene thus ſicke, as the Pzophet | 
ſaith: Our #athers haue eaten a bitter 
grape, and the teeth of their childzen bee 
ſet on edge. Theſecond ſickne lle, that is 
common to all mankind; commeth of 
fœbleneſſe of body as hunger, thirſt, cold: 
heate ſoꝛꝛolv wearineſle, à many other, 
as lob ſaith, A tmnan that is bozne 21 a 
Moman, liuing a little time, is filled 
with many miſeriss. But there 2 
fi 
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thinke ſickenelles that come to ſome, but not to 
inthe al, as Lepꝛoſie, Palſie, Feuers, Dꝛopſies, 
on by, blindneſſe, and many other, as it is ſaid to 
if that the people of Iſcae! in Scripture : But 
Lheat. | if thou kepenot the commandements 
Paul, that be wzitten in the boke of life, J ſhall 
in my | increaſe thy ſo2rowes,andthe ſickneſle of 
aw of | thy ſeed, great ſickneſſe and long abiding. 
aw. of | And ye ſhall vnderſtand, that God ſen- 
t doth | deth ſuch ſicknes otherwhile to god men; 
Hy a- | and ſometimes to euill. To god men, 
long God doth it ſoꝛ two cauſes , and that J 

ſay of ſickneſſe, J would to be vnderſtod 
in it ok all manner of tribulation. The firſt 
(&ne; | cauſc, fo2 that they ſhould euer know 
Pes. | that they haue no periecion of them⸗ 
ather | ſelues, but of God onelp, and to encreaſe 
ng | meckenefſe, Ok this ſaith Paul: Leſt ths 
ophet greatneſſe ot reuelation lift oz extoll mes 
itfer | vy into pꝛide, to me was giuen the pꝛick 

{ of my fleſh, the angellof Sathanas , to 
zatis | ſmitemeon the necke, whereof J haue 
h of | th2iſe pzayed God, that it ſhould go from 
cold: me. Andheanſwered me, y grace is 
ther, | ſufficienf, Foꝛ my vertue is ſulfilled in 
2 A | ficknes;wherof thus ſaith the gloſe: The 
filled Fiendeſking lob ts bee tempted , was 
ther | heard, and not the Apoſtle, aſking his 
ſick⸗ tem- 
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temptations to beremoued: God heard 
him that ſhould be damned, and he heard 
not him that he would ſaue. Foz oft the 
ſicke man aſketh many things of the 
Leach that he will not giue him, and that 
is, ſoꝛ to make him whole of ſickeneſſe. 
Alſo God ſendeth Saints offentimeg 
ſickeneſſe and perſecution to giue vs ſin⸗ 
full wꝛetches erample of patience.oꝛ if 
he ſhould ſuffer his Saints to haue tribu⸗ 
lation in this woꝛld, and they thanke him 

therefoze: much moꝛe we boꝛetches, that 

God hath ſent to, not a hundꝛed part of 
their ſoꝛroln, ſhould beare it meekly, ſince 

wee haue deſerted a thouſand times ſo 

much as they haue. Mhereloꝛe as wee 
reade of Toby, that on a day as hee was 
weary of burying of poꝛe men, the which 
ſhould elſe haue bin baburied.+ haue bin 
eaten of Pounds ⁊ Fouls, as the carcaſes 
of other vnreaſonable beaſts: as hee fo 
wearines was laid to reft (thꝛough the 
ſufferance of God ) the Swallowes that 
bꝛed aboue in the houſe , made oꝛdure 
which fell on his eyes,whereby he wared 
blind. This is wiitten,that Godſuffered 
this temptation to come to him foꝛ an ex- 
ample ofpatience, to all them that — 
alter. 
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after. And fo was all the temptation of 
holy Job. And though Toby from his 
childhos euermoze did feare God, © kept 
hiscommandements , pet was hee not 
agreeued againſt God, though that miſ- 
chieuous bliadneſle fell to him, but vn⸗ 
moueably dwelt in the feare of God, 
— him al the dayes of his lile. Lo, 

Scripture erp2eſly ſaith, that God 
— this holy man to haue that ſick⸗ 
neſſe, to giue other that come after him, 
an example ol pa tience. And alſo ſome- 
fime God ſendeth ſickenes & tribulation 
to wicked men, and that fo2 two cauſes, 
Firſt, foꝛ that they ſhould dꝛead God, and 
leaue their ſinne, as it is waitten : Their 
ſickeneſſe was multiplyed,and after they 
haſted to Godward. Foz weeſz often, 
men tn ſickeneſſe know their God, that 
neuer would haue turned to him while 
they were whole. Alſo, God ſendeth 
them ſickneſſe often, to agaſt other men, 
leſt they ſhould follow their ſinne. As the 


ſickneſſe ol Ring Antiochus, whom God Antioch. 


ſmote with ſuch a plague that the wozms 
crawled out of his body, hee being aliue. 
And the ſtinke was ſo loathſome, that his 
friends were weary therwith, and might 
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not ſuffer it: yea, at length he might nat 
abide his owne ſftinke , and then he be⸗ 
gan to know himſelfe,+ ſaid: It is right⸗ 
full to be ſubiect vnto God, and a moztall 
man not to hold him equall with God. 
And the Stoꝛp ſaith, Bee aſked mercy of 
God, and made a vowe vnto him that he 
would make the citie of Jeruſalem free, 
and the Jewnes as free as the men of A- 
thens, and that hee would honour Gods 
Temple with pꝛecious aray , and multt- 
ply the holp veſſels, and find of his owne 
lands the charges and expences pertat- 
ning to the Sacrifice, and that he would 
become a Jew and gs ouer all the Land, 
ꝛeaching Gods Law. And yetGod gaue 
him no mercy as he deſired , fo2 _— 
was there in him contrition no2 
tance that ſpꝛong of faith, but of is 
paine. Fo2,what was in him to fozſake 
his wickedneſſe,when he was vnable fo 
doe god oꝛ euill? And by this vengeance 
that God foke on this Ning, men may 
fee what it is to bee diſobedient to God. 
Alio it is to be taken herd, that when ſick⸗ 
nelle commeth euer it ſheweth that the 
patient is moꝛtail, and that he ſhall nerds 
die; and though he may eſcape this "nel 
ne 
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neſſe, vet cannot he eſchue death, and (8 1 
he muſt nerds come to the reckoning. i F 
| The ſecond Somner that ſhall call to The ſecond 4 
this peculiar indgment.is age and feeble- Sonner. 1 
neſle, whoſe p;operty is, although he tar- Proprieties | | 
ry with ther, he will not leaue the, till of Death. 
he hath bꝛought ther to the third, that is, 
Death. But there be many, though they 
haue this Somner with them, pet they 
take no h&d. Ye ſeth how his head ho⸗ 
reth, his backe croketh , his bzeath ftin- 
keth, his teeth fallen, his fight failes, his 
face riuelled, his eares ware heaup to 
heare: what meaneth all this, but that 
age ſomneth ther to the dome⸗ But what 
moꝛe madneſſe can be, then a man being 
called and dꝛawen to ſo dzeadfull a rec- 
koning , where except he anſwere well, 
be foꝛfaiteth both body and ſoule to dam⸗ 
nation foz euer, if he ſe a little mpꝛth by 
the wap. hee thinketh ſo much thereon, 
that he foꝛgetteth who dꝛaweth him? So 
doth he that is ſtricken in Age, who hath 
ſo great pleaſure in this welds wealth, 
that he feꝛgetteth whither hee is going, 
Therefo:e ſaith a holy Doctoꝛ, that a- 
mongſt ail the abuſes ot the woꝛld, moſt 
is of an olde man that is obſtinate, foʒ he 
thinketh 
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thinketh not ofhiggoingout ofthigwozld, 
noz of his paſſing into the woꝛld to come 
He beareth thz& meſſengers of Death, 
but he beleued them not, and the cauſe 
ts,foz the thꝛæ- fold Coꝛd that ſuch an old 
man is bound with, is hard to bzeaks. 
This Coꝛde is cuſtome, that is ofthz& 
plites, which be theſe, idle thoughts, vn⸗ 
honeſt ſperch, and wicked dædes. The 
which ik they grow in a man fr6 his child 

bod vnto mans age, they make a thꝛee⸗ 
fold Cozd to bind the old man in cuſtome 
of ſinne. Therefoꝛe ſaith Eſay , bꝛeake 
the bonds of ſinne. Thinke therefoze, 
whoſoeuer thou be, that art thug ſummo⸗ 
ned, thou tanſt not eſcape , but that thou 
mult make thy reckoning. 

The third Somner to this reckoning, 
is Death, and his condition is this, come 
he firſt oꝛ came he laſt, he ſpareth neither 
p92? no2 rich, aged noz poung, noꝛ he fca- 
reth no thꝛeatning, he regardeth no pzay - 
er noꝛ gilt. noꝛ granteth any reſpite, but 
without delay he bzingeth fazzth man to 
iudgement. Lherefoze ſaith S. Auſten, 
wel ought enery man fo dꝛeadthe day of 
death. Foz in what ſtate ſoeuer mans 
laſt day findetg him, when he goeth out 

— 


enger 


J . A oo RF © = _ mm 


made in the yeere 1388. 
of this wozld, in the ſame ſtate it bꝛing⸗ 
eth him to his iudgement. Therefozs 
ſaith the wiſe man: ſonne thinke on thy 
laſt dap, and thou ſhalt neuer ſinne. Now 
remember that thou ſhalt reckon foz thy 
Bailiwick. 


A fay alſo that there ſhalbe another The day of 
day of iudgement , to the which all men Iudgment. 


ſhall come together in the tw:nckiing of 
an epe, ond this ſhall be vninerſall, And 
like as to the other, euery man ſhalbe cal⸗ 
led by theſe thze Somners, ſo to this 
tudgement all the wozld ſhall bee called, 
with th2es generall Somners: & right as 
the other thz& meſſengers ſhew a mans 
end, ſo do thele meſſengers tell the end of 
the woꝛld. The firſt is Þ woꝛlds ſicknes, 
the ſecond is the age a feeblenes, and the 
third is his end. The ſicknes of the woꝛld 
thou ſhalt know by Charity waxing cold 
and his age t feblenes thou ſhalt know 
by tokens fulſilled, 4 his ende thou fhalf 


know by Antichꝛiſts purſuing. Firſt, J To know 
ſaid Thon ſhalt know the woꝛlds ſicke⸗ ſckneſfe 


neſle, by Charitie waxing tolde. Clearks 
that doe waite on naturall things, ſay 
that the body is ſick, when that his kind- 
ly heat is to little, oʒ when it is to much. 
Then 
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Then ſithence vnderſtand as thus, that 
al men are as one body, whoſe kindly and 
naturall heate is Chaxitie, that is, loue 
to God, and loue to thy netghbour; vnna - 
taraliozvnkinnly heate , is luſtſull loue 
to other creatures. When there ſoꝛe thou 
(eſt that the loue of men to Godward, 
and to their neighbours, is colde, little, 
and faint. and the loue of woꝛldly things 
and luſts of the fleſh is great g fernent, 
then know thou well that vakindly heat 
is te great, and kindly heate is to little. 
That this is a knowledge of this ſicke- 
neſſ., map pꝛoue by Chꝛiſts authoꝛitp, 
foʒ he himſelf gaue this as a ſigne, dꝛaw · 


ing to the ende of the woꝛld, ſoz that 


wickedneſſe ſhall be plenteous, Charitie 
ſhall ware colde. Thereloꝛe when thou 
ſ&it Charitie thus little ſet by of the 
wozld, and wickedneſſe increaſe becauſe 
that woꝛldly things bee moſt ſet by and 
loned: know well that the wozld 4 his 
wealth pafleth, and that this Somner is 
tome. And thus ſaith S aint Paul: Mot 
thou well, that in the laſt dapes, ſhall 
come perillous times, + there ſhalbe men 
louing themſelues, that is to ſap, their 
bodies, and all things belonging thereto; 
coue⸗ 
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couetouſnes boꝛne vp with pꝛide: diſobe⸗ 
dient to Father oz Mother, fellowes 
without affection , without peace, bla- 
mers, incontinent, vnmilde, without be- 
nignitp, traitoꝛs, rebels, ſwelling, louers 
of luſts moze then of God, hauing a likes 
neſſe of piety,moze then the vertue there- 
ot. and theſe flee thou. Mhen thou ſe«(f 
the people ofſach faſhion,know thou wel 
that the firſt Somner warneth all the 
wozld,that the day ofreckoning dzaweth 
foward, | 

The ſecond Domner that ſhal warne 
all the wozld,is the age ofthe woꝛ d, and 
his terblenes t ſheweth tokens fulfilled: 
but J know well that we bee not ſuffici⸗ 


ent to know the times that the Father 


hath put in his owne power, to ſhew cer- 
tainly the day, the yere, o2 the howze of 
iudgement. This knowlegde was hid 
fram the very Apoſtles of Chzilt , + alſo 


trom Chꝛiſts manhod, as to ſhew it to 


vs. Neuerthelefſe, we may by authozity 
of Scriptures, with reaſons and erpoſiti⸗ 
ons ol holy men, well and openly ſhew 
that this day ol waath i is nigh. Leſt any 
man ſay in his heart, as it is w2itten of 


the foliſh Baylitfe, that ſaith: My Lo2d Luke 12. 
D doth 


T Cor. 10 


chryſoi 


mls. 
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doth tarry to come to iudgement, 4 vpon 
hope therof, he taketh vpon him to beate 
his fellow ſeruants, and fo eate & dꝛinke 
and be dꝛunken: I ſhal ſhew you thatthis 
dap is at hand, but how nigh J cannot 
ſay,no2 will not. Fo2 if Paul ſatd a thou 
ſand,thz& hund2ed pere and moze paſt, 
we be thoſe on who the ends ol the woꝛld 
be tome:much moze may we ſay the ſame 
that bee ſo much nerer the ende then hes 
was. Alſo, ©. lohn Chryſoſtome ſaith: 
Thou ſceſt dai keneſſe ouer all, and why 
deubteſt thou that the day is at an end * 
Firſt on the valleys in darkeneſle, when 
the day dzaweth downeward. When}, 
therfoꝛe thou ſceſt the valleys darke, why 
doubteſt thou whether it be neere night oꝛ 
no? But il thou ſee the Sun ſo low, that 
darknes be vpon the hils, thou wilt ſay 
doubtles that it is night. Right ſo,ifthou 
ſie in the ſecular men, that darkeneſſe o 
ſinne beginneth to haue themaſtry , it us 
atoken that the wozldendeth.1Zut whe 
thou ſeſt Pꝛieſts that be put in the top 
of ſoueraigncy of ſpirituall dignity, that 
ſhould be ag hilles among · the; commo 
people in perfect liuing. that darkneſſe o 
ſinne hath got the vpper-hand of 9 
w 


— 
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who doubteth but that the woꝛldi is at an 

end? Alſo, Abbot Ioachim in the expoũiti⸗ 
on of leremy ſaith: That from the deere 


of our Loꝛd, 1300. all times to be ſuſpet · | 


ted fo meʒe we be paſt this ſuſſ time, 


the bokeofher Pꝛopheũes, in che third 
part the tenth viſion, x 7. Chap. moneth 
this reaſon:Rtght as in ſeuen dates God 
made the wo2ld,ſo in 7. thouſand yeres 
the woꝛld ſhall paſſe : 4 as in theſirt day 
man was made and fo2ined, ſo in 6000. 
vzres he was bzought againe and refoꝛ⸗ 
med:and as in the ſenenth day the woꝛld 


was kul made. God reſted from his wo2- 


king, ſo in the ſcuen thouſandth pere, the 
number of them that ſhall bee ſaued,ſhal 
be fulfilled, and then ſhall the Saints 
wholy reſt in body and ſoule. It then it , 
be ſo as this Maiden ſaith, that 7000, 

verres in paſſing of the wozld, accozde to 


che ſeuen dayes in making of it , let vs 


ſee what it wanteth that theſe ſeueu . 
peres be not fulfilled. Foz if wee ioyne 


the yeeres from the Natinitis of Chꝛiſt, 


to the perres from the beginning of the 


woꝛld, following the minde of Auſten , Aug 
| Bede, Origene, gthe perfecteſt doq ours 
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loachim 


Ade t. 


Match. 24+ 


Note, 


A Godly and famous Sermon 
treating on this matter: it is paſſed mow 
alnof# ſire thouſand and ſixe hundꝛed 
veeres.as it is open in a bake called Spe 
culum iudiciale: s it followeth that this 
laſt day is moze then halfe gone , if wee 
thall giue credence to this Paidens rea · 
ſon. But if wee leans to the Goſpel of 
Matthew,we ſhall find that the diſciples 
of Chꝛiſt aſked thze queſtions. Firſt, 
what time the City of Jeruſalem ſhould 
be deſtroyed. The ſecond, what token 
weceot his comming to iudgement: ant 
the third, what ſigne ould be of the en 
of the woꝛld. And Chzilt gaue no cer 
taine time of thcſe things when the! 
Gould fall, but hee gaue them fokens,b! 
the which they might know when they 
teu nete. To the firſt queſtion of th 
deftruction of Jeruſalem,he ſaid: Whet 
the Komanes come to beſiege the Citie 
then ſwne after it hall be deſtroped. An 
ag to the ſecond and third, he gane ther 
maay things, as were thele : Tha 
Kealine ſhall riſe againſt Realme , an 
people againſt people , and that the 
ſhould be peſtilence and earthquakes, th 
which we haue ſeene in our dayes. Bu 
the laſt token that he gaue, was this 
TAhe 
. 


| 
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When yee ſe the abomination of deſo- 


lation ſpeken ot by Daniel, ſtanding in 


the Sanctuarp, then who ſs readeth, let 
him vnderffand. Upon which tert argu⸗ 
eth a Docto2, in a boke that hee maketh 


bolthe end ol the woꝛld. If the woꝛds of 


Daniel haue authozitie (as God ſaith 
they haue) then it ſufficeth to number the 


peres of the wo2ld, to take that Daniel Dan. 12. 


hath wꝛitten. ow Daniel in the twelle 
ter, ſpeaking of this abomination, 
ſignifieth by the ceaſing of the holinege 
of the Jewes,the which fell by Titus and 
Veſpacian, Jeruſalem was deſtroped, 
and the people of the Jewes were diſper⸗ 
ſed in all the woꝛld. And this abominati- 
on as Doctoꝛs ſap,.ſhalbe in the great An⸗ 
tichziſts times, a thouſand, two hundzed, 
and ninety dapes. Now pꝛoueth this 
Doctoz, that a dap muſt bee taken fo; a 
tere both by authozity of Scxipture in 
the — plate, and in other, x alſo by rea- 
ſon. And ſo it is thought to this Clearke, 
that the greateſt i member of f Antichziſt 
ſhall come and appeare moꝛe in the foure⸗ 


teenth hundzeth yore from the birth of 


Chꝛiſt then any time elſe befo2e , which 


number of yeersisnow fulgiled,not fully 
'ÞD 3 peeres 


Apoc. s. 


Expojition. 


A godly and famous Sermon 


twelue yeres wanting. And this reaſon | 


put not J asto ſhelb anycertaine time of 
his comming, ſteing J haue not the know⸗ 
ledge, but to ſhew that hee is nigh, but 
how nigh J know not. But take we herd 
to the fourth part of the ſecond viſion of 


S,lohn,in the boke of Reuelations , in | 


the which vnder the opening of 7.Seals 


is declared the ſtate ofthe Church fcom | 
the time of Chꝛiſt, to the end of p wozld. | 


The opening of the foure firit Scales, | 
ſhew the eſtate of the Church from the 
time ot Ch2ilt to the time of Antichziſts 
appearing, and his fozegoers, the which 
is ſhewed in the opening of d other thzee | 
Seales. The opening ot᷑ the firſt Deate, | 
telleth the ſtate or? the Church in the time | 
of Þ pꝛeaching of Chzilt + his Apoltles. 
Fo2 then the firſt beaſt that was a lyon, | 
cane his voyce,that betolened the pꝛea- 
chers i fChzifts Keſurredton, 4 his A 


— 


centton. Foꝛ then went out a white hozſe | 
and he that ſafe vpon him had a bowe in 
his hand, he went foꝛth ouercomming 
fooucr:ome. Bp this white Hoꝛſe we 
vnderſtand, the cleane life and conuerſa- 
tion that thoſe ꝛeachers had, ⁊ by their 
bolwe their true Pꝛeaching, pꝛicking ſoꝛ· 


row 
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row oz repentance in mens hearts fo: 
their ſinnes without flattering. They 
went out of Jewzy that they came off, 
winning and ouercomming ſome of the 
Jewes,and made them to leaue the truſt 
that they had in the old Law, and to be⸗ 
leeue in Jeſus Chꝛiſt, and to follow his 
teaching: and they went out to ouercome 
the Painims,ſhewing to them p their J- 
mages were no Gods, but mans wozke, 
vnmighty to ſane themſelues, oꝛ any o⸗ 
ther: dꝛawing them to the belceſe of Je- 
ſus Chꝛiſt, God and man. In opening = 
ofthe ſecond Deale , there crped a Calle, ge — 
which was a beaſt wont to be ſlaine and 
offered to God in the old law. This ſhew- -,,96;0. 
eth the ſtate of the Church in p time of 
Mart pꝛs, that fo2 their ſteadtaſt Pꝛea- 
ching of Gods true woꝛd ſhedde their 
blod;s that is betokened by the red hoꝛſe 
that went out at the opening of this ſeale 
and this eſtate began at Nero the curſed vero. 
Emperoꝛ, and endured the time ok Cons Conftare. 
ſtantine the Great, that endowed the 427% 
Church. Fo2, in this time many of 
Chailts ſeruants, t namelp, the leaders of 
Chꝛiſts ſtocke, were llaine, and of xrxii. 
Biſhops of Rome, that were betwerne 
D 4 Peter 
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Peter and Silueſter, the firſt, J reade but 
of toure,but that they were Martyrs fo2 
the Law of Chꝛiſt. And alſo in the time 
of Diocleſian the Emperour, the perſecu- 
tion of Chꝛiſtian men was ſo great, that 
in thirty dapes were llaine twenty two 
thouſand men 4 women in diners coun⸗ 
tries,02 the law of Gao, The opening 
of the third @ea!le,teileth the (fate of the 
Church, in the time of Heretikes that is 


flgured by the blacke Hoꝛſe, fo2 falſe vn- 


derſtanding of Ocritpture: Fo2 then cry- 
ed the third beaſt, that is a Man, ( fo2 at 
that time was it nerdfull fo2 to pꝛeach the 
myſterp of Chꝛiſts Incarnation and 
Paſſion, againſt the Heretikes, that take 
amiſſe theſe points) how Chꝛiſt toke ve⸗ 
ry mankind of Mary, he being God as he 
was befo2e,and his Mather being Maide 
befoze and after. The opening of the 
fourth Seale, telleth the fate of p Church 
in the timcof Brpocrites, that betokened 
by the pate Bo2'e , that the ſigne ofpe- 
nance witheut faith, doth blind v people; 
t he that ſate vpon this Hoꝛſe, his name 
was Death: fo2 they lay ghoſtly them 
that they leade and teach to God by other 
wapes then by Chꝛiſt; and hell followeth 
| them 
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them, foz hell receineth thoſe that theſs 
men deceiue. At that time ſhall it be need, 
that the fourth beaſt, that is, the Eagle, 
flying higheſt of all Foules, make his cry 
to raiſe vp the Goſpel, and to pzaiſeGods 
Law aboue all other, leſt mens wits and 
their fraditions freade downe and ouer- 
grow the Law of God, by the falſhod of 
theſe Hipocrites. And that is the laſt e- 
ſtate that is,q2 ſhall be in the Church, be⸗ 
foe the comming of the great Antichziſt. 


The opening of the fift Scale, ſheweth The gt 
the fate of the Church that then ſhal fol- Scale. 


low,and the deſires that the followers of 
Gods law ſhall haue, after the end of this 
woz1d fo be deliuered of this woe. The o- 


pening ofthe ſixt Seale, telleth the fate The fixe 
oftheChurch in Antichꝛiſts time, which scale. 


eſtate ye may know to be, when it is ful- 
filled that S. Iohn pꝛophetied to fall in 
the opening of this Seal, where he ſaith: 
After this J ſaw foure Angels tanding 
vpon y foure cozners of the earth, holding 
the foure winds that they blow not vpon 
the earth, vpon the Sea, no2 vpon the 


tres. The foure Angels be the number or 31 


al the diuels miniſters that in thoſe daies 
to doe their maſters pleaſure, ſhall ſtop 
the 


Scale. 
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the foure winds(which be the foure Gol- 
pels) to be pꝛeached, t ſhall let the bꝛeath 
of the holy Ghoſt to fall vpon men, that 
they might mourne fo2 their ſinne to a- 
mend their life; and alſo vpon them that 
would increaſe in vertue, and vpon per- 
fect men. What after this is to come: 


The ſcu&t But that the myſtery of the ſeuenth ſeale 


be ſhewed,that he come in his owne per- 
fon, whom Jeſus Chꝛiſt ſhall lay with 
the bꝛeath ol his mouth, when the Fiend 
ſhall ſhew the vttermoſt perſecution that 
he and his ſeruants can do to Chꝛiſts ſub- 
ieas:and that ſhall be the third warning 
that the wozld ſhall haue to come to this 
iudgement. In all this matter J haue 
faide nothing of my ſelfe, but of other 
Doctoꝛs that be appꝛmued. 

A ſaidalſo in my ſecond pꝛincipall part, 
that it was to be knowne befoze what 
Judge we mult reckon, that is, God him. 
ſelke, he that ſ@th all our deedes, and all 
dur thoughts, from the beginning ok our 
life to the end, and he ſhall ſhew there the 
hid things of our hearts, opening to al the 
moꝛld the righteouſnes ok his iudgment. 
fo that by the power of God every mans 


derds ſhalbe ſhewed to all the wozld, And 
ſo 
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ſoit ſeemeth by the woꝛds of S. Iohn in 


the Apocalyps, where he did ſer dead men Apoc. 20. 


great x little, ſtanding in the pzeſence of 
the thꝛone. And bokes were opened, and 
another boke was opened, that was ol 
life, and dead men were iudged after the 
things that were loꝛitten in theſe bokes, 
after their owne doings. Theſe bokes 
be mens conſciences that now be cloſed, 
but then fhalbe opened to al the wozld to 
reade therin, both their deeds t thoughts. 
And the boke of life , is Chziſts liuing 
x doctrine , that is hidnow to them that 
ſhall be damned thoꝛow their owne ma⸗ 
lice, that counſell men to follow the 
wozld, rather then God. In the firſf 
boke (ha!l be witten all that wee haue 
done, in the other all that we ſhould haue 
done. And then ſhall dead men bee iud⸗ 
ged after thoſe things that be wꝛitten in 
the boks. And if the deves that we haue 
done, that bee witten in the bokes of 
our tonſciences, be accoꝛding to the boke 
of Chꝛiſts teaching and liuing, the which 
is the bok of life, we ſhalbe ſurely ſaued, 
oꝛ ciſy we ſhall be damned, fo2 the tudge- 
ments ſhall be giuen after our wozkes. 
Loke therefoze now what is wzitten — 
ths 
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the boke of thy conſcience while thou 
art here, and it thou findany thing con 
trary to Chꝛiſts life and teaching, ſcrape 
if out with the knife of repentance , and 
wꝛite it better, euerms2e thinking that 
thou ſhalt giue a reckoning ol thy Bapli⸗ 
wicke. 

Alſo J ſaid pzincipally, that it were 
god to know what reward ſhall then bee 
atuen to the wiſe ſeruants and god , and 
what fo falſe and wicked ſeruanta, wher⸗ 
bpon it is waiften that the Loꝛd Jeſus 

Chꝛiſt ſhall come to iudgement here in- 

to this world, in the ſame body that hee 

toke of Mary the Uirgin, hauing there⸗ 
on the wounds that he ſuffered fo2 our 
redemption. And all that euer ſhall bee 
ſaued, taking againe their bodies, clea- 
uing to their head Chꝛiſt, ſhall be caught 
vp , meting him in the aire (as Saint 
Paul ſaith:) and they that ſhall bee dam- 
ned, lying vpon the earth as in a Tunne 
of wine, the dꝛegges being beneath, and 
the cleare Mine ſtanding aboue. Then 
ſhall Chꝛiſt aſke account of the devs of 
mercy, rep2oning falſe Chꝛiſtian men, 
fo: leauing them vndone; rehearſing the 
lame, and other paines that his true ſers 
| uants 
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uants haue ſuffered in following him. 
Chen thall thoſe falſe ſeruants goe with 
the deuill whom they haue ſerued in the 
earth, ſwallowing them into the endlelle 
fyze : but the righteous men ſhal go in⸗ 
to euerlaſting life, Then ſhallbe fulfilled 
that is witten in the boke of myſteries: 
Moe, woe, woe, hall be vnto them that 
divell on the earth; woe to the Painime, 
that gaue that wozſhip to dead Images, 
w2ought with mans hand, andto other 
Creatures, that he ſhould haue giuen to 
God that made him. Moe to the Jewe 
that truſteth ſo much in the olde Law; 
then ſhal he ſee the ſonne of Mary iudging 
the woꝛld, whom he deſpiſed and cruciũ⸗ 
ed. Moe to the falſe Chꝛiſtian man that 
knew the wil of God, and fulſilled it not. 
Alſo woe ſhall be to the ſinne of thought 
fo the, that haſt ſhut out of thy heart the 
feare of God, that is, mind ol his Paſſion, 
holy con templation of his godneſſe, and 
memoꝛp of his beneſits, and thanks ther⸗ 
foze: And haſt alſo excluded meekeneſſe, 
pittie gentleneſſe. 4c. and haſt made thy 
heart a houſe fo2 ſwine and a denne of 
theues, by vncleane thoughts and des 
lights. As thou heere haſt ſhut God out 
of 
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out of thy heart, ſo ſhall he ſhut ther; out 
of heauen. Thau haſt harvowzed the 
company of the Fiend, & therefoze with 
him in hell thou ſhalt ener abide. Mo al- 
ſo ſhalbe foꝛ thy ſin of ſpeech, foz that thou 
couldeſt not open thy mouth foz foule and 
ſtinking ſin, to pꝛaiſe God in the fellow- 
ſhip ol Saints. Thou haſt vſed thy ſpeech 
vnhoneſtly, with curſing,fraud,deceit,ly- 
ing, loꝛſweriug, ſcoꝛning, and backbiting. 
Foꝛ comely pꝛaiſing is not in the mouth 
of ſinners, in which ik thou hadſt kept thy 
mouth cleane, thou ſhouldſt haue ſong in 
Heauen, in the fellowſhip of Angels, this 
bleſſed ſong: Sanctus, ſanctus, ſanctus, 
Dominus Deus omnipotens, that is, Ho- 
ly. holy, holy, art thou Lord God Al- 
mighty. Now crying and werping, thou 
ſhalt in the company of diuels cry:Væ, væ 
quantæ ſunt tenebræ that is, Wo, wo, 
how great is this dark eneſſe? Moe alſo 
ſhall ve foz the ſinne of wozkes : thou hat 
bene pꝛoude, thy pꝛide, as Eſay ſaith, 
ſhall be dzawne with ther into hell. Thou 
halt bene bꝛent with enup; of the diuell 
cauy entred into the woꝛlo ,4 they thall 
follom him that be on his ſide, as'Sale- 
mon ſaith, Oz thou haſt. beenefirred 
N with 
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with wꝛath, and euery man that beareth 
wꝛath to his bꝛother, is guilty of iudge - 
ment, as Chailt ſaith in the Goſpel of | 
Matthew. Oz thou haſt been dom to god Maith.s, | 
derdeg, and therfoze diſeaſes ſhall come to 1 
ther as to a wayfaring man, 4 thy pow⸗ 8.6. 
er ſhall be as an vnarmed man , ſaith | 
the boke of Pꝛouerbes. Dz it thou haſt 6 
bene lecherous, a glutton, 02 à couefous Pauls. © 
man, know ſaith Paul , That neither 
adulterer, noꝛ bncleane; perſon, that is, 

a glutton,o2 a couetous perſon, ſhall euer 

haue entrance into the kingdome ofhea- 
uen;but fire and 1Bzimſtone, and the ſpi- 

lite oftempeſts,that is, the Fiend ofhel, 

ſhall be part oftheirpaine, as it is wait- 

ten in the Pſalter. When theſe damned Note. 
;nen bein this woe, they ſhall ſing this 
rufull ſong. wꝛitten in the boke of mour⸗ 

ning: The iop ot our hearts is gone, our 

myath is turned to woe and ſozrow , the 
trownes of our heads are fallen from vs, 

Alas ſoꝛ the ſinnes that we haue done. 

But iop, iop, and top, ſhall bee vnto them 

that bee ſaued: Jop in God, iop 8 
themſelues,aridioy in other that bee Ja / Coch. 
ued, then are thepx happy. Oh how happy 

are they koꝛ tha their trauailes bee flni- 
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A Godly and famous Sermem 
ſhed thozow Chailt which u. ought thwF® 


to ſo gracious an ende. Then they are 
happy foz that they are eſcaped theperils 
ofthe woz2ld, and the paine of hell. But 
happy are they foz the endleſſe bliſſe 
that they haue in the ſight ot God 


Cui ſic h 


onor & gloria in ſecu- 
ſeculorum. 
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